Multi-organ failure in a previously healthy 10-year-old boy: streptococcal toxic shock syndrome (STSS) - a rare differential diagnosis.
Streptococcal Toxic Shock Syndrome (STSS) is a severe toxin-mediated disease with acute onset. A previously healthy 10-year-old boy presented with abdominal pain, vomiting, diarrhoea and fever for 3 days. He was admitted with signs of an acute abdomen. A treatment with ibuprofen had been started before admission. The child developed a multi-organ failure with persistent hematuria, persistent fever, ascites, pericardial and pleural effusions. Intensive microbial and viral analysis did not result in any relevant finding. Detection by PCR of DNA of the streptococcal super-antigens speM and speL supported the diagnosis of STSS. After an intensive-care treatment of 4 weeks according to international critical-care guidelines the child could be discharged without residuals.